the famous Drury Lane Theatre actress adores him and in spite
of his notorious weakness for women his wife calls him "the
very best of husbands."
As a Shavian Positive Character, King Charles like King Magnus,
has the saving grace of a sense of humour, which makes him so
adept at handling men and women. Like Magnus also he has
Ihe realistic imagination, which enables him to see things as they
are, men and women as they are and himself as he is, without
any illusions. These invaluable positive, survival, traits, as he
himself declares, enable him to have his crown on his head and
his head on his shoulders. They also provide him with the joy
that attends on intellectual analysis and philosophic contemplation.
In these respects, James, the Duke of York, his brother, provides
a vivid contrast. He is the Shavian Negative Character. In
the dialogue between them we learn from the lips of King Charles
why there cannot be a Sun King, in the foggy climate of England;
because there are no taxes galore, no real army and no real generals
on the king's side. As a victorious admiral, James thinks that
he will be the idol of the people of England, but Charles corrects
him by saying that in England it is not the people that choose
their King, but the Whig squirearchy. In the eyes of James,
he is the only Stuart successor to the throne of England, but Charles
corrects him again by pointing out William of Orange and
the Elector of Hanover as his formidable rivals. Part of the
realism of Charles is that he is not ashamed to take money from
the French King, and he boasts that he takes care to see that the
latter gets little enough in return for his money. The opportunism
plus his weakness for women humanize and individualize the
figure of Charles. But adverse criticism of Charles by the other
characters is not wanting. The Queen, while admitting that she
is nothing except what Charles had made her, does not fail to fasten
on the negative trait in his character, which is the defect of his
quality of realism:
Catherine.
/ wish you were not so clever......   It makes
your mind twist about so.1
1.   Good King Charles, p. 1367,
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